MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SiBCTS

was the view of the Azarikah among the Khawarij, who
claimed that children of polytheists were polytheists. They
therefore sanctioned the killing of the children of those who
differed from them, as well as the killing of their women,
whether they belonged to the religion of Islam or not.

The Sifriyah among the Khawarij regarded sinners as
unbelievers and polytheists, agreeing with the Azarikah in
this, although they disagreed with them over the killing of
the children.

The Najadat among the Khawarij held that a sinner
upon whose condemnation the community had agreed, is an
unbeliever and a polytheist, but that the sinner over whom
the community has differed should be judged according to
the decision of the canonists in this matter. Furthermore,
they forgave the sinner so- long as he did not know that the
sin is forbidden, being in ignorance of this fact, until the
testimony is brought against him with respect to it.

The Ibadiyah of the Khawarij claimed that the sinner
who commits a sin against which he has been warned, know-
ing of the existence of Allah and what has been revealed
from him, is an unbeliever in that he does not recognize the
blessings of Allah; but his heresy is not the same as that of
the polytheist. Some of the people of this age went so far
as to claim that those who commited major sins in this com-
munity were atheists, which is worse than being unbelievers
who publicly profess their unbelief.

The learned followers of that age held with the rest of
the community, that he within the community who commits
98 a major sin is a believer owing to his knowledge of the
prophets and the books revealed by Allah; and also because
of his knowledge of the fact that all that comes from Allah.
is truth. He commits a major sin, however, even though his
error does not deprive him of the attributes of believer and
Islam. To this fifth view conform the companions (of the
Prophet) in the early community and their followers.
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